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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6499

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2014 Regul ar Session
By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators Dammeier, MAuliffe, Litzow, Ranker, Billig, Frockt, Tom
Har grove, Fain, and R vers)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 14.

AN ACT Rel ating to creating the joint task force on | ocal education
financing reform creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Article | X of

the state Constitution provides: "It is the paranmount duty of the
state to nmake anple provision for the education of all children
residing within its borders ... " The legislature further finds that

the legislature's duty under Article I X of the state Constitution is to
define and anply fund the program of basic education using dependabl e
resour ces.

(2) The | egislature acknow edges that while | ocal |evies cannot be
used to fund basic education, |ocal |evies enable schools to provide
prograns and activities beyond that required by Article I X of the state
Consti tution. The legislature recognizes that Iocal Ilevies are
i nportant to the educational funding systemand is a prinmary nethod for
communities to show support of the | ocal schools.

(3) The legislature intends to create a legislative task force to
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review the use of local levies by school districts and the equity
i ssues resulting fromvarious aspects of the |ocal |evy process, and to
recommend approaches to address the equity issues.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint task force on | ocal education
financing reformis created to reviewthe use of |ocal |evies by school
districts and the equity issues resulting fromvarious aspects of the
| ocal |evy process, recomend approaches and draft legislation to
address the equity issues identified, and submt a report to the
governor and the | egi slature by Decenber 1, 2014.

(2) Appointnments to the task force shall be conpleted within thirty
days of the effective date of this section. The task force shall
consi st of eight voting nenbers and two ex officio nenbers.

(a) The voting nmenbers shall be:

(i) Four nenbers fromthe house of representatives, two from each
maj or caucus, appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives;
and

(1i) Four nenbers from the senate, two from each major caucus,
appointed by the mgjority leader and mnority |eader of the nmgjor
caucuses of the senate.

(b) The two ex officio nenbers shall be:

(1) The governor or the governor's designee; and

(1) The superi nt endent of public i nstruction or t he
superintendent's desi gnee.

(3) The voting nenbers of the task force shall select cochairs from
t he voting nenbers of the task force.

(4) The task force shall:

(a) Review the work of the levy and local effort assistance
techni cal working group created in accordance with chapter 548, Laws of
2009, and anended by chapter 236, Laws of 2010, and other relevant
studies and i nformation, including the final report of the conpensation
techni cal working group created in accordance with chapter 548, Laws of
2009;

(b) Review the use of local levies by school districts, including
the I evel of funding and howthe funding is used by school districts;

(c) Review equity issues related to various aspects of the |oca
| evy process, I ncl uding school di strict levy authority, t he
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determnation of the levy base, the different levy lids, and |evy
equal i zat i on;

(d) Recomrend approaches in a report to the governor and the
| egislature to address the equity issues and provide a systemfor state
and local funds that are distributed in an equitably but not
necessarily equival ent manner so that all children have the opportunity
to neet the state's academ c standards and becone prepared for
post secondary careers and education. Any recomrendation included in
the report nust be supported by at |east six voting nenbers of the task
force. The report nust include draft legislation to inplenent the
recommendati ons of the task force.

(5) Staff support for the task force shall be jointly provided by
senate commttee services and the house of representatives office of
program research, with the office of financial managenent and the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction providing data and
nodel s as needed. The first neeting of the task force shall be
convened by the house of representatives office of programresearch and
senate commttee services within forty-five days of the effective date
of this section.

(6) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW44. 04. 120.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires June 30, 2015.

~-- END ---
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